
Revisions to the Gulf Coast Civic Works Act 

HR 4048 (2007 version) vs. 2009 version 
 
The Gulf Coast Civic Works Act would create 100,000 living wage jobs and training 
opportunities for Gulf Coast residents and displaced citizens to rebuild the public 
infrastructure that was damaged in Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
 
With the input of organizations and people throughout the Gulf Coast and beyond, the 
GCCW Act, which will be re-introduced into Congress on April 30, 2009, has been 
strengthened from its HR 4048 form (as it was known in the 110th Session). 
 
The 2009 GCCW Act includes language that:  
 

1. Protects vulnerable populations.  For example, on page 26, the bill ensures that 
“hiring, planning and implementation adequately involve and look to protect the 
rights and interests of vulnerable populations, including women, low-income people, 
people of color, immigrants, the disabled, and the elderly;”  

 
2. Provides 20% of contract jobs to apprentices.  On page 59, the bill states that “at 
least 20 percent of the total hours worked on a project described… shall be 
performed by apprentices participating in programs of apprenticeship and training;”  

 
3. Commits to sustainability and green jobs.  On page 66, the bill states that “the 
Commission shall establish or coordinate projects …(1) to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions created as a result of activities within the jurisdictions of eligible entities in 
a manner that—(A) is environmentally sustainable; and (B) to the maximum extent 
practicable, maximizes benefits for local and regional communities; (2) to reduce the 
total energy use of the eligible entities; and (3) to improve energy efficiency in—(A) 
the transportation sector; (B) the building sector; and (C) other appropriate sectors;”  

  
4. Provides outreach to limited-English proficient communities.  On page 63, the 
bill states that “The outreach conducted by the Commission under paragraph (1) 
shall include outreach to limited-English proficiency communities through 
multilingual meetings, translated flyers, outreach to ethnic medias, and other outlets. 
The Commission shall work with organizations servicing limited-English proficiency 
communities to set up first source hiring hall as described in subsection (c) and to 
assist contractor and other employers in the Gulf Coast region in recruiting and 
hiring limited-English proficiency workers;”  

 
5. Reduces bureaucracy:  The GCCW Program is now administered by the Office of 
the Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding.  

 
6. Strengthens resident-led authority:  The GCCW Commission, which is now 
housed in the Federal Coordinator's Office, has 16 local residents from Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas (four from each state) that oversee the GCCW 
projects.  

 

 


